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Question 1. 

What happened to Delhi after 1857? 

Answer: 

During the Revolt of 1857, the rebels gathered in the Delhi and 

captured it under the leadership of the Mughal emperor Bahadur 

Shah Zafar. Delhi remained under the control of the rebels for four 

months. 

When the British recaptured Delhi, they embarked on a campaign of 

revenge and plunder. The British forces began wrecking vengeance on 

the streets of Delhi, massacring the rebels. To prevent another 

rebellion, the British exiled Bahadur Shah to Burma, dismantled his 

court, razed several of the places, closed down gardens and built 

barracks for troops in their place. 

Question 2. 

How did partition change the lives and occupations of the refugees?  

Answer: 

The partition caused massive transfer of populations on both sides of 

the new border. Muslims left Delhi for Pakistan while their place was 

taken by equally large numbers of Sikh and Hindu refugees from 

Pakistan. Many of the Muslims who went to Pakistan were artisans, 

petty traders and labourers. The new migrants coming to Delhi were 
 



 rural landlords, lawyers, teachers, traders and small shopkeepers. 

Partition changed their lives and their occupation. They had to take 

up new jobs as hawkers, vendors, carpenters and ironsmiths. 

Question 3. 

Write a short note on ‘havelis’. 

Answer: 

Havelis were grand mansions in which the Mughal aristocracy in the 

17th and 18th centuries lived. 

A haveli housed many families. On entering the haveli through a 

beautiful gateway, there was an open courtyard which was 

surrounded by public rooms. These public rooms meant for visitors 

and business, used exclusively by males. 

The inner courtyard with its pavilions and rooms was meant for the 

women of the household. Rooms in the havelis had multiple uses, and 

very little by way of furniture. These havelis began to decline as the 

Mughal amirs found it difficult to maintain them under conditions of 

British rule. 

Some havelis were subdivided and sold. Some were taken over by the 

upcoming mercantile class while many feel into decay. 
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